
WOONSOCKET EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

GUIDELINES FOR HOME BASED INSTRUCTION 
 
 
 

1. Prior to August 15 preceding each school year, the parent(s)/guardian(s) must 
submit a written notification to the Superintendent of their intent to instruct 
their child or children at home. This letter will be termed the “Letter of 
Intent”.  It shall include for each student as a minimum: the student’s name, 
age and grade level.  This timeline may be waived at the discretion of the 
Superintendent.  (Parents or guardians who have been previously granted 
permission to home instruct their children must also adhere to this guideline in 
order to continue instruction.) 

 
2. Upon submittal of a letter of intent to home school, the parent(s) or guardian(s) 

will be granted interim approval to begin home based instruction.   
 
3. Within 14 days of receiving the Woonsocket Education Department Guidelines 

for Home Instruction, the parent(s)/guardian(s) will submit to the 
Superintendent’s designee a copy of the completed Curriculum Form.  This 
curriculum must show that all subjects required under the RI General Laws 
will be covered.  (See General Information). 

 
4. The Superintendent, upon recommendation of the designee, will submit the 

request to the Woonsocket School Committee for approval or denial based 
upon review of the completed Curriculum Form.  A letter containing the 
School Committee’s decision will be sent to the parent(s) or guardians(s).  If 
the reason for denial is unsatisfactory, it may be appealed to the State 
Education Commission. 

  
 
5.   The parent(s) or guardian(s) shall provide structured learning time during the 

year that is substantially equal to that required by law for public school 
students.  Structured learning time shall include any time during which the 
students are engaged in regularly scheduled instruction, learning activities or 
learning assessments.  In addition to classroom time, structured learning may 
include direct study, independent study, technology-assisted learning or 
presentations by persons other than their normal instructor or work study 
programs. 

 
6. Beginning in the first full year of the policy’s implementation and continuing 

through subsequent years of instruction, the parent(s) or guardian(s) shall 
submit trimester or quarterly attendance records to the principal of their 



district school. The normal report need only be a summation of the total days 
and hours of structured learning time during the reporting period. 

 
7. Beginning in the first full year of the policy’s implementation and continuing 

through subsequent years of instruction, the parent(s) or guardian(s) shall 
submit trimester or quarterly progress reports to the principal of their district 
school for children who are being home instructed.  These reports may take the 
form of a report card, written evaluation, dated work samples or other 
mutually agreed upon means of evaluation.  Copies of trimester, quarterly or 
year-end grades and attendance must also be submitted to the Office of 
Literacy and Title I at the McFee Administration Building, 108 High Street, 
Woonsocket RI  02895. 

 
8. The parent(s) or guardian(s) may request in writing any of the following for 

their child at any time: 
 

• Participation in the State’s standardized testing program.* 
         •       Request for textbooks or material to supplement the home instruction 

program.** 
          

*Participation in this program will require completion of the Emergency 
Information Form. 

 
**Material requested may be unavailable at the time of request.  The School 
Department will do its best to accommodate the request. 

 
9. Children who are receiving home based instruction are not eligible for a 

Woonsocket High School diploma unless they have been in attendance for a 
minimum of the twelfth grade year, and, upon returning to the Woonsocket 
Public School System, have demonstrated mastery in the curriculum areas 
required for graduation.  This will be demonstrated by successful completion 
of 11th grade finals in the core curriculum areas (English, Mathematics, and 
Social Studies). 
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